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PATENT SPECIFICATION 

Applfesthn Bate: Jane 7, 1927, Ne. 14,977 j 27, 
Complete Left; Mmh 7, 1928. 
Oomphis Aoeepted: Oct. 8, 1928. 
PBOYISIOISrAL SPECmOATIOK. 
relating to Traps for Vermin and Wild Animals. 



I, Edwabd PiTOAmir WEieea?, of 800, 
Sieen. Road, Eidunond, Surrey^ 
Enmneer a Biitiali subject, do liereBy 
deolare the nature of tiiis inventioia to 
5 06 aa follows : — 

THa invention relates to ti'aps for 
catching t?ild animals and Termin such 
as rats and mice and has for its otject 
the construction of a trap which may be 
iO set in operation by the animal concerned 
■without the necessity of the animals pre- 
Tiously entering the trap. The general 
principle of the inTention is the enclos- 
ing or the sweeping or flinging of the 
animal jjodily into the trap -vrhen once 
ttie animal while still outside the trap 
has Bet the same in operation. 

In carrying this inTention' into effect 
I construct a trap ha-ving as its central 
20 feature two or more gates of any con- 
venient formation which are fixed to a 
central vertical axle, irhich axle is 
; adapted to be rotated by a spring which 
• may he wound up_, ox by a weight or other 
38 convenient contrivance and the rotation 
of which is conti'olled hy any convenient 
form of escapement so that a prescribed 
measure of rotation is given to the axle 
carrying the gates on each "occasion when 
the tran mechanism to be herein described 
is onerated. 
The axle and gates ahove described are 
. . set in- definite r<%lation- to a part of the 
trap which has the nature of a cage and 
w> which .is divided by a door of any con- 
venient nature which open& into a "closed 
part;^ of the. cage but will not open ont- 
wardly. 

The rrfation of the xotaiablp nates and 
W then ax] ft, when at rest, to this cage is 
siich that one or other of the- snitea car- 
ried hv the axle alwavs forms one ^nd of 
■ the said rapv^ and closes a pari of the 
cagfi from which there is no eadt hut by 



means of the inwardly opening door 45 
above described, which door admits only 
into the closed part of the cage. 

Around the axle which carries the 
gates a small enclosure is formed from 
which the gates project and into which BO 
access is possible between, any two gates. 
This enclosure is of sufficient size to con- 
tain a small piece of bait of any desired 
kind which may attract the animal. The 
escapement release by which the trap is 55 
operated is preferably within this enclo- 
sure but is in any ease so situated with 
regard to the bait that the animal seek- 
ing to reach the bait must press its nose 
or shoulder or some other part of its bodv 60 
against this release and in doing so wiU . 
operate the trap. 

Immediately upon the actuating of the 
release the gates rotate rapidly through 
the_ prescribed distance so that the gate ^ 
which doses the cage moves out of the 
way and the following gate sweeps the 
animal into the trap and takes the place 
of the preceding gate. A ratchet and 
pawl of any conyenient kind prevents the 70 
return movement of the gates. 

Two such rotating axles and gates j 

be used if desired each om 
with the other. 

The axle mav be horizontal instead of 75 
vertical if desired and may then be set 
above the ground where the animal runs 
and 30 the gates will sweep downwards to 
catch the animal or it may be set on the 
ground and so the gates "will move up- 80 
wards for the same purpose. 
_ "With a horizontal axis the bait hold- 
ing cage and the escapement are neees- 
sanly cbnstmoted and nlaced difierentiy 
to suit the diffieapent conditions. ' 85 

Dated this 8rd day of June, 1927 

EDWAED p; WEIGHT, ' : * 



COMPLETE SPECIFICATIOIT.' 
Improvements relating to Traps for Vermin and Wild Animals. 

I, Edward Pitcaisst Weight, of 200, in what manner the same ia to be per- M 

Sheen Road, aiohmond, Surrey, formed, to be particularly described and 

. JSngineer a British subject, do hereby ascertained in and by the followintf 

deol aje^gte natnre of this mveniiop and statement:— 



TJiiB inTention relates to traps for ing enclosure and. the escapement are 

catciing wild ammals and vemiiii stieli necessarily CDnsti-ucted and placed 

as rate and mice of the type in -wMcli diterently to suit the diSerent conditions, 
the animal is swept through the entrance My invehtion may be more dearly 

5 of a ca«e hy a pivoted gate or nfing tha=i; understood hy reference to the attached 70 

is actuated when the animal rsleases the drawings which represent a weferred 

escapement of the trap, .the entrance of form, of my mrention and in which 
Ihe top being nomally cioBed by another . Fig. 1 is a plan of a trap of vertical 

gate or wing mflunted -upon the same pivot type. 

iO pivot as the first gate, a series of such Fig. 2 is an elevation. , . ,. 
gates acting in succession as sweeping Figs. 3 and 4 is a plan and elevation 

devipes fdr the trap and closing meanbers respectively of a trap of the horizontal 

for the cage. The invention consists in pmt ty^e. , , . 

the constrnction of a trap of this type . Eef erring to the drawings, A is a cas- 

15 such that the ahimal in aotuatine the mg supporting the rotatable wings W , 80 

" escapement does not tread on any part of and \W^^ earned as one unit 

the trap and is strack and swept into the on the vertical axle ^ . At the side ol 

confining, part or cage by the sweeping the casing A is a cage C separated from 

gate wluie- standing on the bare ground or integral with m casing A and hay- 

20 tfui^de the trap.. a door d opening inwardly only to 85 

The pivot and gates above described give access to the cage from the space if 

as-e set in definite relation to a part of between the wings . , 

the trap which has the nature of a cage . A spring s housed in any convenient 

aad wEch is divided by a door of any manner and articukted to the wings 

25 oonveiiient nature which opens into a tends to rotate the wings m the direction 90 

closed Dart of the cage but will not opfen of the arrow wlule an escapement e per- 
ouWMdlr °* rotation through a quarter 

The relation of the rotatable gates and of a circle only each time the escape- 

' their pivot, when at rest, to this cage ment is operated. . 

30 is such that one or other of the gates ^ ^ the arrangement shown in the 95 

carried by the pivot always forins one figures the bait w placed within a small 

• end of the said cage and closes a part of enclosure & around tiie pivot of the wmg 

thfe cuge from which there is i» exit .but struetur^ and to which _ access is pre- 

by means of the inwardly opened door vented by the rod r which operates the 

85 above described, which. dooi admits only es^pement.- . 1,4.1.*"" 

iato the closed part of the cage. ^ T&e animal m atteim^ to reaoh the 

The. escapement above refeired to -is bait must pMSS uptm this «)d by secfang 

located in any convenient relation to the to get into the hMt box or must pua it 

gates and their axle and is operable by by getting hold of th^ bait and seeking 

AO th« movement of a rod or door or other to withdraw the bait froju the bos, and lOS 
suitable contrivance of such a . character m eithw case will opiate -^e escape- 
that in order to reach the bait the animal ment If desii-ed -Qie rod or ofter means 
must press its. nose or shoulder: or some may be set homonteUy so that the ammal 
other part of its body against the same ^^smng to reach thel>ait must raise the 

45 and by so doing will release the escape- rod slightly in wder to get under it and ilO 

meat and these parts are so placed that so will operates the Mcapem^t _ 
&e 'animal when thus opc^aling the mngs then rotate, and the wing 

escapement in it^ endeavour to reach the Wi;\will sweep the animal before it 

Snust be standing on the We ground enclosing it m tV space w. The anunal 

50 in ^fi path of the rotating gates, ^lU then find itself encaged and will lig 

IminMiatelv upon the actuating of the force it wa^ through the door ^ which 

■ ■ release the gktes rotate rapidly through opens only inwardly to admit to the cage 

■ ' ike prescribed distance so that the gate 0 from which there is no escape A door 

which doses -fehe cage moves- out of the ^ gives access to the part ^» for the 

55 wav aad lie, ioEowing . gate sweeps the removal of the animal It will be 120 

an^l into the trap and taies the place ob^fY^^ that the bait wiU xemam in the 

of th* preceding gate. A ratchet and hait box and the trap wiU ranain set 

pawl of BJiy coifvenient kind preVenfe the ^fter each movement of the wings, 
reten movement of the gates. I'^gs. 3 and 4 illustrate the arrange- 

60 The mvot mav be horizontal or ver- ment with wings on a hori|ontal axis the 

tical if desired Ind may in the former parts beanng the same reference figures 
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not to be coneidfired as essential as to wKen ti.e said escapement is operated 'by- 
arrangement and design such "being the animal. 

■obTioiisly capable of a gxeat Taiiety with- 3. In a trap for yermin as claimed in 

out departing from fiie spirit of the tlie preceding claims an escapement 

8 invention. released by a rod or otker means wM&h 35 
may use any conTenient aotuat- obstmcts ttie access to bait placed in any 
ijig means for operating i^e -wings and convenient position in relation to tbe 
any kind of escapement and escape- trap and -svliioli rod operates tlie escape- 
ment release means. I may also nae any meat wten pressed against by the animal 

10 convenient kind of bait box and may fix in its endeavoTus to obtain the bait. 4A 
audi box in any convenient relation to 4. In a trap for vermin as claimed in 

tte trap and tte ca^. I may fiKther tie preceding claims an escapement 

nse any nnmber of mngs arid any shape released by a rod or other means -which 

of -wing. ^ _ obstrucrfcs the access to bait, placed in any 

15 Having now particularly described convenient position in relation to the 4g 
and ascertained the nature of; my said trap and which rod operates the escape- 
invention and in -what manner the same ment when pulled by the animal in its 
is -to be performed, I declare that what I endeavours to obtain the bait, 
claim ia : — 5. In a trap for vermin as claimed in 

20 1. In a rotatable gate trap for animals the preceding claims an escapement 50 

of the land described a gate adapted to released by a rod or other means which 

sweep across the bare ground on which obstructs the access to bait, placed in any 

the animal is treading when operating oon-venient position in relation to the 

the trap in order to sweep the animal ofi trap and which operates the eseapameat 

25 the bare ground into the trap. when lifted by the animal in its 55 

2. In a trap for varmia as claimed in endeavours to obtain the bait. 
Olaim 1 spring or other operating means 

for actuating the gate and an escape- Dated this 7th day of March, 1928, 
ment of convenient form permitting a Or. PLTJYL, 

30 piedeie'rmined movement of the gate Agent for the Applicant. 

ilecBiai-! Printed for His Majesty's Sta-tionery Offlee. by Iiots & Malcomson, Ltd.— 1938. 



